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XXXIX. An Account of a Book, entitled, [Julij Vi-
talis Epitaphium ; cum Notis Criticis Expli-
cationeq; V. C. Hen. Dodwelli, e¢ Commen-
tatio Guil. Mufgrave. | Ifce Dunmoniorum.

Sumtibus Philippi Yeo. MDCCXI

T is faid of Zero, that when He confulted the Ora-

cle, as to what courfe of Life He were beft to pur-
{fue, He rcceived for Anfwer, B wyxewrnlom mis vengis,
Ji ad wmortuos fe adplicaret 5 it being from Them, their
Writings and other Remains, that the greatelt part of
Knowledge is derived to us; and what the Living fur-
nith us with, is chiefly taken from the Monuments of
the Dead.

Inferiptions are in this kind moft valuable, as being
for the generality Originals of undoubted Veracity ; not
fubjeCt to the Errors ot Copying. The Infeription here
publith’d, is of the greater value, for that it is the on-
ly one, as yet difcover'd, any way relating to the Britifh
Belge.

You have, Tab. VI the Infcription, with the Figure of Tab. VIL

the Stone, as it was dug up near Bath, 1708. and is now
to be feen, fet up in a Wall at the Eaft end of the
Church, in the Abby Green.

I read it thus at length, according to our Modern
way of writing Latin.

Julius Vitalis, Fabricenfis Legionis Vicefime Valeriane
Viitricis, Stipendiorum novem, Annorum wviginti novem,
Nutione Belga, ex Collegio Fabricenfium elatus, hic fitus
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The Learned Mr. Dodwell, after his Critical Notes on
this Infcription, divides his Explication of it into T¢
Settions, which have the following Titles.

SECT. L Legionum fiagularum Fabricenfes fub pri-
mis untaxat Imperatoribws.

I1. Alij Fabricenfes Ai a Fabricenfibus Notitiarum, ez
Codicis #triufgs, tam Theodofiani quar Jultinianei.

111, Lcges de Fabricenfibus fetian poft Conitantinum
M.) non {oli Officiorum Magiftro, fed Comiti etian Sacra-
ram Largitionum, et Prefetto Pratorij infiribi [ilite,
ufq; ad A. D. 474

1V. A Temporibus Conltantini, ct initio Drocleuani,
Britannia fub Prefccto Gallicani Pratonj, qui proinde ¥a-
brica militaris Britannice Potejtatem habebat.

V. Caraufius et AlleGtus i Britannia Augulti Fabrice
Britannice profpiciebant per {ucrum Prazcoriorum Pra-
fe@os, non Gallicanum. Inferiptio hae ferior Ptolemio,
antiquior tamen Dionis Confulatu, A.D. 229

VI. In ipfa Urbe Bathonienfi erat Fabricenfium Legio-
nis XX=. Collegium.

VII. Legio 112 Aug. #ondum in agro Monumethenf,
A.D. e11. cum excederet Sept. Severus. Eoqs proinde
anno antiquior erat hxc, fortaffis, Inferiptio.

VIll. Fieri poteff, ws Fabricas duplices, t47 Armoruni
guame Machinarum Bellicarum, complexum fucrit unicumn
tujus Infcriptionis Fabrice Collegium.

IX, Na-
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IX. Nationis womine Patria defignatwr Juliy Vitalis,
one in Belgarum fterritorio fucrit, nom Gallicorawm, fed
Britannicorum,

X. Ad bhonorem }ulij Vitalis feciint, que deco in hoc
monumento dicuntur.

To this Explication of Fulins Vitalis his Epitaph, the
fame learned Gentleman adds two other Inforiptions, one
found not long fince at Pozziols, the other at Baie,
with Explications of them.

After a Letter of Compliment, to Dy, Nichelos, iuic
Warden of Winchefter College, the Editor prodices his
Commentary on Julins Vitalis his Epitaph,  Thney are hoth
divided into S:&ions, in the following Order.

Sect. I. 1VLIVS VITALIS

Thefe Names arc enguired into, and Inftances given
of many Perfons having this Sirname 5 and of thofe toms
of Quality, now living in Iraly.

Sc&. II. FABRICIESIS.

It is here obferved, that the Romans, for the {ake ot
ealy Pronunciation, ufed fometimes to interpofe an |,
and omit N. That they, becing great Mafters of the
Art Military, had duwm generuve Officinas Armorum, qua-
rium he Legionarie, ille Opidans erant.  The former came
at laft to be call’d Fabrice, as appears from Hyginus, al-
lowing, in cvery Camp for three Regions, room for a
Fabrica. (Vide Antiq. Rom. a Cl. Gravio edit. Vol. X.)
From Fubrica comes Fabricenfes, which is read in the
Theodofian Code, in a Law made Leowtio & Salluftio
Cof. (A.D. 344.) And becaufe the Author has not met
with this Word earlier than this Year, He does not place
. Vitalis much above this time.

Se&r, 1L
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5. 1. LEG. XX

The Author here delivers it as probable, That this
was one of Antonyes Legions, which amounted, without
Interruption, to the Number XXV, inclufive. The I
Jignia for the firft Cohort of this Legion, and two fuch
as belong to the other Cohorts, are, from a Coyn of Ur-
finus, here reprefented in a Cut.

Under this head i¢ isaffirmed, That there were feve-
ral Vicefime Legicnes, but how many is uncertain. The
feveral Names of this Legion, as they lye fcatter'd up
and down in Authors, are recited. A fhort Hiftory of
it produc’d, particularly of its coming into Brizaiz un-
der Plautins, about the Year 43. Thatlnvafion one of
the molt remarkable Epochai, that ever concerned this
Ifland. Grecina, Wife to Plautins, probably the firft
Chriftian in Britain. This Legion was in the lalt Battel
with, and overthrow of Boadicia : Was under the Com-
mand of Rofcius Celins, and after that of dgricola: Had
its chief Station at Dewva (Chefter,) which had its Increafe,
if not its Rift, from this Legion, about the Year 8o.
Near the River Deva, He thinks the Cargi were feated 5
and proves, That they were overcome by Agricola in
the firft Year of Dowmitian’s Reign.  This Legion in Bri-
tain in the Reign of Adrian. The Vexillari: of this Le-
gion built part of that Wall, between Dunbritton and
Edenborough Friths. Ptolemy and the ltinerary of Anto-
ninus mention this Legion, as fettled at Deva: (Chefler.)
It was there in the time of Commodus, and at Crowdun:
dale-waith. 1t fided with Caranfins, againlt Maximinian
and Diocletian. The Romans did often place Coyns,
under their Altars, and other Buildings. Of the XXth
Legion, part had their Station ar Bath 3 and was there
about the middle of the 4th Century. This Legion
continued in Britair about three hundred Years; con-

fcquently,
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fequently, mult be of great ufe in communicating to
the Britains, the many Arts and Sciences, they learnt ot
the Romans,

Sect. IV. V.V.

Tho’ Learned Men agree, That the latter V fignifies
Vidrix, an Epithet common to this with feveral other
Legions; there is among them much controverfy, what
it meant by the former V. fome reading it Valens, others
Valeria, cthers Valeriana. The Author is of the lacter
Opinion, urging, That as the Legion, called by Dis
Kaavdiens, 15 by Tacitus, more than once, term’d Clandiana
Legio 5 fo this Legion, term’d by Dio Ovansgiens, Ought,
in his Opinion, to be in Latin rendred degio Valeriana =
Efpecially, if we confider, That the word Legio aflcéts
to be joined with an Adjettive ending in ana 5 of which
He produces almoft twenty Examples, and can produce
many mo¥e :» On the other hand, it does not appear to-
him, That Legiois in any good Author joyned with the
word Valeria. He farther adds, That tho it be undoubt-
edly true, there was a Legion call’d Valens Vittrix, (for
this is evident from an Infcription, reported by Lipfins,
and others) yet there is no proof, That any Legion, ha-
ving that Name, was cver in Britain. He enquires, how
this Legion came to be calld Valeriana, and how Vi-
rix : And fays, there is a Jonger Account of this Le-
gion, than perhaps of any other, wizi up to 374
Years.

Sett. V. STIPENDIORUM 1X.
The yearly Stipends are here placed to exprefs the

Years of Service, and thew, That 7. 7. (erved nine Years
in the Army.

Selr. VI..
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S VI ANNOR. XXXIX.

"T'his double N is very remarkable s rarely, if at all,
to be met with in any cother Inftription. The laft Line,
in the Ligature, is railed higher than ordinary, perhaps
to include, for foftnefs of Pronounciation, an Iy and
then the Word is to be read Auniorum. There are many
Inftances of thiskind to be met with, in ancient MSS and
Inferiptions.  Julins Vitalis enter’d into the Service in the
Twentieth Year of his Ages though the Romans gene-
rally lifted at Seventeen, and fometimes earlier. Coyns
are mentioned, as proving Cifres to be of ufc among

the Romans.

Sect. VII. NATIONE.

The firft Vowel here, without a Line tranfverfe, is
according to Mr. Cambden’s Rule, a good Argument to
prove, this Infcriptior mot to be more ancient than Se-
verns’s Age : There being, as that Learned Antiquary
affirms, no fuch Form of this Letter, in this Ifland, before

that time.
Se&. VIII. BELGA.

The Belge came out of Germany, andfettled in Ganl 5
from whence a part of them invaded Britain, about the
Time of Diviaticws. They landed in, or near the Bay of
Clanfenturm (old South-hampton)and pofleft the Sea-Coalt
of Hampfbire, as it isnow calld. Thence they march’d
to Venta (Winchefter) -and gave it the Name of Verta
Belgaram, and extended their Conquefls farther, into the
Countreys now known by the Names of Wiltfbire and
Sowmerfet.

The
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The Cangi could notinhabit any part of this Delgéien,
(as fome learncd Men have formerly affirmed, and othicrs
of late undertaken to prove ;) for the Leaden Pigs, in
number iwenty, found fome time fince in Cheflire, each
having the following Infcription,

IMP. DOMIT. AVG. GER. DE. CEANG.
That is,

Imperator  Domitianus Auguftus Germanicus de Ceangis,
five Cangis,

Thefe Lamine Plumbee do (I fay) evidently prove
the Victory of the Cazgi to have been near the River
Dewva, where in all likelihood they were frated.

"Tis farther manifeft from Ptolemey, they could not, ar
leaft in his time, and according te his Geography, inha-
bit any part of Belgium, and thisby an undeniable Ar-
gument. The Maritime Belgians neav the Ifle of Wight,
‘were overcome by Vefpafian 5 whofe Camp, now to be
{een near Chichefler, was capable of three Legions, that is,
Thirty fix thoufand Men.

Vitalis a_Citizen of Rowre, by virtue of Caracalla’s
Conftitution, if no other way. The Britains were fome-
times call'd Romans. Vefpafian never overcame the Dyya
wonij.

Set. VIIII. EX. COLECIO. FABRICE,

The fingle L is according to the Cuftom of the Ro-.
mans, which held as long as their Language:

C for G was alfo vfual with Them.

&
D
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‘The Fabrica Sacra, ot Office for making Arms of the
greater fort, for the Souldiery, is mention’d by Paternus 5
who lived under the Antorines. Trajan {eems, firft, to
have built this {ort of Office 5 whofe Qeconomy is here
fet forth 5 but, in Britain, Adrian, A. D. CXX1. Why
we ought to read Fabricenfium. The DBath-Fabric had
Ore and Fuel from the Silures, (Glocefterfhire and Mon-
monthfhive) where Adrian {unk an Iron-work. Of the
Officer in the Army called Armorum Cuflos. The Ar-
mamentarinm at the Mouth of the old Rhine, very an-
cient : Its Communication, in latter Times, with ourn
Fubrica. Not unlikely, but that the Legionary Fabri-
cenfes were incorporated into the Bath-College:  Fulius
Vitalis recommended Himfelf to ths College, perhaps by
his Humanity, Probity, and Urbanity. The Luxury of
this X Xth Legion,and of the Fabricenfes near Bath, mani-
feft from their many Mofaic Pavements : Of which ene is
here deferibed.  Paralis {ecmis to have been Prefelus
Fubricen fizm, fromthe Honour done Him, by the whole
College, in his Funeral and Monuament.

S¢&. X. ELATUS.

T he true Signification of this Word, in oppofition to
Sipontinns. Colleginm, in the pureft Latin Authors, never
fignifies & Place.

8. XL H § E

The Rife of Notes, Singule, or Sigle. No-Points in this
Note, being of itfelf cafily underftood. The common
way of Deciphering not difficult 3 and may be per-
form’d by one, who under{tands not the Language of
the Writing. A way of writing propofed, fo occult,
as not to be difcovered. No Digamma Hiolicum in any
of the Britifh Infeviptions. Phrafes, as well as Words,

have
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have their Rife and Fall. This of [Hic fifns ¢ff ] one of
the moft ancient.

The Military Ways, as now fcen, are fome of the
moft Magnificent Remains of the Roman Greatncls
begun ncar Bath, under Clawdins. The Roman Army
in Britain under Nero 70000: which, after the De-
feat of Boadicia, was in all likelihood employ’d in public
Works, as Ways, ¢*. At Bath four Military Ways
meet ;, in this Quadrivium, about a Mile out of the
Town, ncar the London-Road, was a famous Burying-
Place 5 in which Fulims Vitalisy and {everal others, were
Huryed. Burying-Plices moft proper remote from Cities,
and therefore recommended to more frequent ufe, atter
the Example of molt wife Nations.

In the laft Chapter the Author treats of the Ortho-
graphy, Ornaments, and other Accidents of this Inferip-
tion, {etting forth, in particuiar, That as lnforiptions belk
of all teach Orithography, o they are ofien wmoft
taulty in this refpeét. Points at firlt were uled to di-
fiinguith Words. [To this Infoription, they are, where
moft peifett, Triangular, and placed nesr the middle
of the preceding Letter.  The Kowan V was pronounc’d
like our W 5 conlequentdy Fulins Witalis.  Thiz Vawel
was fometimes pointed benzath, fomutunes Arcl’d, as
appears from MSS of a theufand Years age, now to be
feen in the Bodleiair Library - conirary to the Opinion
of Cellarins ;, who affirms, That the round Lowon’d
U, U, is not above a huudred Years tanding.  This faft
Figure of this Letter taken from the Ruwmer, s the other,
V, was from the Greck v Of the mixing (il with
great Letters 5 and mixing, in tt e {ame Writing, Lotters
of divers Alphabets.  Lithotomilis carelels in dividing
Syllables, Knowledge of the Anticats belt preferved by
Inferiptions 5 which yet lubsur wder great dufedts. The
WUle of chis Infeription.

Pp-= The
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Tie A, ob thts Commertary can’t but take Notice,
That it is not reprzlented aright by the Editor of the
Bibliotheqie choifee, Tooe. XXV, primiere partie. For pagg.
225 and 6, He fays, [ Heloes, qui des Provinces feptentrio-
nalcs du Continent des (Ferles s'éroicnt tranfporte en Angle-
teyres awtour de Beih & Welli]  Whereas the Commen-
tary attrms no fuch thing, and in all likelihood Wells,
and perhaps Batd too, is much larer than the fettling
of the Belge 1n Aritarn. In the 24 place, He obferves,
That whereas the Eidlivibeyue affisms of the Bath Fa-
biic [ee que I o avoit igunoré jufps’ 4 prefent] the Coum-
wentary quite ctherwile fays, [Fubricam Aquis, gusd orbi
literaio jawr din labit, fuife Calidis.] pag. 189. Laftly,
{peaking of the round bottom’d U, invented (as Cella-
rins afiicms) about a hundred Years ago, This, fays the
Bibliosvequey is tiue) as to Infcriptions [Cely eft vrai a I
egard des Infiripiions ]  On the other hand, I take leave
vo afiim, guod dujus conivarium eft weriffimum : There
being now to be fven in Cormwall an old Infiription
witiy a round U.

AN
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